
Our Bible reading for today – Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

“Our Struggle”  

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms.” (NIV Ephesians 6:12) 

One of the most difficult things in warfare is clearly identifying your foe.  One of the traumas 

which have affected Vietnam vets is that they couldn’t tell which Vietnamese was a friend and 

which one was an enemy.  An enemy might or might not be wearing a uniform, and if in 

uniform, might or might not be an enemy uniform.  A saboteur could be man or woman, old or 

young, boy or girl.  The exact same problem is true in our current “war on terror”. 

For us as Christians our enemy is not the government, any elected official, a political party or 

any political system.  Our enemy is not an atheistic teacher, the public school system or the 

school board.  Our enemy is not an abortionist, an abortion clinic, Planned Parenthood or the 

judges in “Roe vs. Wade”.  Our enemy is not the Screen Actors Guild, Hollywood, Broadway – 

and not even the pornography industry.  (I could go on and on with this, but won’t.)  Everything I 

have mentioned is made up of people for whom Christ died, and who need Him as their Savior.  

Our enemies are the ones behind the evils we face – Satan and his demons.  It is spiritual! 

That’s the importance of the spiritual “full armor of God” in our reading for today.  Here’s 

another text: “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for 

the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing 
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ. (NAU 2 Corinthians 10:4-5) 

This also highlights the importance of the church.  If you’ll read again through the list of armor 

in our text, and including the only offensive weapon, you will have to see the role the church 

plays in equipping you for your own distinctive spiritual battles.  The church is “boot camp”.  

The church is your fortress or military base, your barracks, chow hall, supply depot, arms storage 

and PX.  In a good church you’ll be toughened, trained, equipped, guided and encouraged to go 

out into your world ready for the struggles in your life – your unique spiritual battles. 

Paul ended his military analogy with something very unmilitary, but something which is a 

spiritual struggle in itself.  He concluded with “Pray!” 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.  Pray also for me” (NIV 

Ephesians 6:18-19a) 

You can’t miss the emphasis.  I have underlined the English translation of the several synonyms 

for prayer Paul used in his original writing.  Pray! Pray! Pray! Pray! Pray!  “More things are 

wrought by prayer that this world dreams of!”  “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest 

Christian on his knees!”  Trite?  Simplistic?  But true! 
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